Royal City Quilters Guild

June 2016

P.O. Box 24030, Bullfrog Postal Outlet, Guelph ON N1E 6V8

www.royalcityquiltersguild.ca

Guild Meeting
Tuesday, June 14, 2016
Three Willows United Church, 577 Willow Rd., Guelph
6:00 Doors open
Check list: Name Tag and Library Card
Membership Table open for renewals
$40 for Membership Renewal
Library Open
Return Library Books(overdue $1/month)
Guests are welcome for a fee of $5.
Show & Share Form (on last page)
7:00 Opening Remarks
Canadian Tire money (always welcome)
Program – Garage Sale
Food Bank (always welcome)
Show & Share
Donations of Fabric, Books, Notions
Money for 50/50 draw
Return your C.O.T. block of the month

This Month’s Program

Some of you asked for a members sale at a Guild meeting so we're bringing it to you. There will be
lots of time for selling, buying and visiting at the June meeting so don't forget your money. Who
knows what beautiful treasures you will find. A little bird told me that there will be hand dyed
fabrics for sale—perfect for art quilts and you just might find a bargain at the Community Outreach
table. You can still sign up if you would like a table. Just call Cyndy Maltby. If you would rather donate fabric to the Community Outreach table you could do that as well. Hope to see you there. It
will be fun. Don’t forget to shop in the Library, too!
Cyndy Maltby

Workshops
We are excited to announce that Lorna McMahon of Sew Fresh Quilts, who presented her trunk
show at our April Guild meeting, has agreed to do a workshop October 29th. If you are interested,
please register at the June Guild meeting. Payment is cash or a cheque for $40 and is due upon
sign up.
Participants can work with any of the 7 patterns listed on the Guild web page. Please pick one and
bring cash for it as well so we can order these ahead of the workshop.

Advertising coming soon!
Our Guild Executive has decided to include advertising in our newsletters beginning in the Sept,
2016 edition. Pricing is to be finalized but if you'd like to advertise, please contact Jane Londerville
at jlonderv@uoguelph.ca for more information. We will need your high resolution image ad in
August in order to be in the September newsletter. This is open to all so please put the word out to
those that you feel would be interested in raising awareness among guild members. Ads can be
used at the sole discretion of the executive.
Jane Londerville
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Our President’s Message
This may sound a bit like a cliché but it’s hard to believe my term as
President is coming to an end. It has been a very exciting and most enjoyable two years for me. Our guild held an extremely successful quilt show
during the first year of my term and, throughout the second year, our 25th
anniversary was celebrated in an outstanding manner. New guild pins,
prizes every month, a banquet and special speaker capped just an amazing one-year celebration.
During these past two years I have had the privilege of working with a
wonderful group of executive members. These members worked hard,
some with a committee and some on their own . They managed to make
my job a lot easier. I couldn’t have done it without this group of talented, dedicated and creative individuals. Thank you so much to everyone who assisted me during my term.
Over these two years, I have managed to meet several, if not all, of our new members as they join our
guild. It has always been important to me to make these new members feel welcome, feel comfortable
and enjoy being with people who have similar interests in this big, wonderful quilting world of ours.
I would also like to point out, with pride, that our guild is so giving, generous and such good stewards of
our community. This is evident in our donations of quilts to what we feel, as a group, are worthy and deserving Community Partners. They are heart warming and healing gifts to many grateful recipients.
As I reflect back on the past two years, I am reminded of what an enthusiastic, friendly, talented and creative group we are. I will be passing the reins to Marjorie Mansell, who will be your President for the next
two years. I just know she will continue to lead our group forward to the start of another successful twenty-five years!
Joanne Ariss

Membership Renewal
Here it is June and time to renew your membership for the Royal City Quilter Guild 2016-2017 year. The
membership fee is $40.00 payable by cash or by cheque made out to RCQG. The membership committee
will be set up by 6pm at the bottom of the stairs in front of the sanctuary. Those who register in June will
be entered into a draw to win a free membership or a $40.00 gift certificate towards a workshop.
The Renewal Process:
Review your membership form for accuracy at the first table.
Pay for your membership at the second table then receive your new membership and library cards.
The membership will be divided as follows for ease and quickness of registration.
Station 1 A-F
Station 2 G-L
Station 3 M-R
Station 4 S-Z
Thank you to committee members Charlene Speers, Jean Hilborn, Brigitte Dimock, Judy Eckhardt and
Dawn Labelle for all your help this year.
Monica Bell
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Library
Dear Quilting Friends,
Summer Inspiration: After paying for next year’s membership, you may borrow books from our
library for return at the September Guild Meeting. You will leave your new library card when checking the books out.
Your Own Quilt Library: Do you want to add to your own quilt library? June will give you a great
opportunity to do so. Please take time to visit the Library Sale Table at our June meeting. There will
be books, magazines and patterns for sale.
Donations: If you want to downsize your personal library, consider donating to the Guild’s library.
The items will either be placed into the library inventory or be put up for sale. Thank you so much to
those who have generously donated books and magazines throughout this past year.
Have a fantastic summer!

MaryAnne Girouard

maryanne.rcqg@rogers.com

25th Anniversary and new Executive
After celebrating our 25th Anniversary “in grand style” with a wonderful dinner, speaker Bethany Garner and
lots of amazing prizes, I thought that this might be a great time to applaud all the guild members who,
throughout the last twenty-five years, have given tirelessly of their time to serve on the Executive or on
Committees. As a result of their time and effort, the RCQG has remained vibrant and current and ready to
move towards its next milestone. I hope all of you will consider offering up some of your time in the
months and years ahead. Here’s to the next 25 years of learning, growing, sharing, enquiring and teaching
that the RCQG is so noted for!
On that note, I would like to introduce you to the members who have agreed to be your Executive for the
2016/17 Guild year and a big round of applause for Susan Harrington, Cheryl Cowan, Donna Reimer, Diane
Black, Mary Lawrence and Nancy Wells who have served on the last Executive and are leaving.
RCQG Executive for 2016/17
President- Marjorie Mansell

Membership- Jean Hilborn & Nellie Hanuta

Vice-President- vacant

Newsletter- Alyson Anker

Past President- Joanne Ariss

Special Projects- Cyndy Maltby

Secretary-Nellie Hanuta

Publicity- Jane Londerville

Treasurer- Joan Hett

Library- Mary-Anne Girouard

Program- Monica Bell

Community Outreach- Lisa Jones

Workshops- Andrea Curtis

Historian- Cathy Buchanan

Website- Scott Schau
Nancy Wells (Past President)
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25th Anniversary Photos
25 Shades of Grey (What incredible talent!!)
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And the Winners Are………. Marjorie Mansell-Second
Mary Hopkins-First

Susan Harrington—Third
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2015/2016 Ontario Quilt Shows & Exhibits
June 3 - June 4 Hamilton, Quilts in Bloom http://www.hamiltonquiltguild.ca/
July 9 - July 10 Prince Edward County http://www.pec.on.ca/quiltersguild/
Aug 19– 2 Aug 20 Harriston, "A Fresh Taste of Quilting" http://www.plowingmatch.org/
Websites for Events: http://www.canadianquilter.com/events-calendar.php
http://www.quilterstravelcompanion.com/quilt-shows/quilt-shows.html
https://quiltersconnection.ca/upcoming-quilt-shows/
http://www.festivals-and-shows.com/quilt-shows.html (USA)

Size chart for Comfort Quilts
COMFORT QUILTS

(Wellington County’s Sexual Abuse
& Domestic Violence Unit)

MINIMUM SIZE: 48” x 54”
MAXIMUM SIZE: 54” x 66”

Demand: ~80+/year
* Primary Focus for Guild!

Note: The battings and backings that we provide
are pre-cut to an overall dimension of
60” x 72” (no exceptions!)

CRIB QUILTS

MINIMUM SIZE: 36” x 42”

(Michael House)

MAXIMUM SIZE: 42” x 48”

Demand: ~12-18/year
** Have extra inventory

MEMORY QUILTS

MINIMUM SIZE: 24” x 24”

(Birthing Unit @ Guelph General
Hospital)
Demand: ~24/year

MAXIMUM SIZE: 36” x 36”

*** Have extra inventory
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Community Outreach – June 2016
Thank you Guild Members! We’ve had a simply outstanding year of member participation and, as a result, we’ve
been able to make ‘record-breaking’ deliveries to all of our Community Partners:
1) Sexual Abuse & Domestic Violence Unit: To date, we’ve delivered 61 quilts and we expect to add at least
another dozen by the beginning of June! Betty Slack, Program Nurse Facilitator, will be joining us at our June
meeting and sharing some new information about the Unit’s need for,and use of, our Comfort Quilts. We want to
fill her arms with some new inventory so finish up any projects you may have!
NOTE: If you are bringing a finished quilt to June’s meeting, please see one of our team members to get
a label affixed and a photo recorded!
2) Guelph General Hospital’s Birthing Unit. We responded to the need and delivered 44 Memory quilts.
These are important gifts to help bereaved families after the loss of a child.
NOTE: We have now ensured that the Birthing Unit has sufficient inventory to carry them through
another year
3) Michael House (Pregnancy Care Centre for Expectant and New Mothers). We’ve delivered more than 25
crib quilts, 10 receiving blankets and 28 burp pads. We’ve also collected an additional 13 crib quilts, which
were delivered in May.
NOTE: The agency now has a surplus of quilts, which will accommodate
their demands for the next year.
Over the past year, our ‘internal’ outreach initiative, has been actively soliciting your support. Beginning with last June’s ‘Registration Block’ campaign, we asked every member to sew a block from one of our stash kits.
With over 90% of the Guild involved in this effort, the blocks turned in produced a total of 10 quilt tops! Surprise! We are repeating the program again
this year. Look for the ‘DIVIDE & CONQUER’ Block instructions in this
newsletter and then make sure to pick up one of the kit packets when you register for membership!
Our BEE DAY, in October, was filled with fun and, new this year, minitechnique instruction sessions.
Participants took on the challenge to finish up some Memory Quilts (see results above) and to collaborate on sewing quilt tops, binding, tie and machine
quilting. We finished 10 Comfort Quilt tops ! Mark your calendars for our
next BEE Day on Saturday, November 12th, 2016.
Finally, our participation challenge coupled with the Block of the Month program has, so far, generated over 18
Comfort Quilt tops! You’ve been awarded ‘credits’ for completing blocks (our kits or your stash), for quilting or
binding a top, or submitting a finished quilt. These have been recorded both on your punch cards as well as in
the master computer. The reward, as part of our Anniversary celebrations, will be a draw for two free Guild

memberships. Please don’t forget to turn in any outstanding blocks you may have in your sewing rooms at the
June meeting. They ensure you additional chances.
Of course, the above would not be possible without the enthusiastic support of my fellow team-mates assisting
with the generation of block kits, quilt kits, meeting organization and ‘stash management’:
Lisa Jones, Wendy Oskam, Gail Brown, Alyson Anker, Naomi Klaas, Katrina Baklarz, Dayna Passmore, Patricia
Pequenat, Joan Hett (Memory Quilts) and a special call out to Ann Jeffrey for leading the Bee Day organization.
Lisa joins me as ‘Co-Chair’ next year and there are new programs already under discussion – gleaned from all
those survey comments. So, enjoy your summer and come back next year to join in on all of the fun!

Cheryl Cowan
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Community Outreach’s REGISTRATION BLOCK – KIT INSTRUCTIONS: “DIVIDE & CONQUER”

The original pattern, designed by Elizabeth Dackson (www.pellonprojects.com) produces a ‘banded snowball’ block. We’re going
to let you make some ‘creative’ choices about where to place component units (except that we always want to have the
CENTER in the CENTER!) and have amended the instructions to produce a ‘second’, small 4-patch block as well. Result? You
have FUN and we divide the workload on the way to conquering a new season of comfort quilts!
REMINDER: Check your quarter inch seam widths and make sure that your block components and finished block
dimensions conform to the instructions!
KIT COMPONENTS:
4 pieces = BACKGROUND @ 4.5” squares
2 pieces = MAIN COLOUR @ 4.5” x 12.5” rectangles
1 piece = CENTER FABRIC @ 4.5” x 12.5” rectangle

CONSTRUCTION INSTRUCTIONS:
BACKGROUND SQUARES:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

On the wrong side of each square: Draw a diagonal line from
one corner to its’ opposite corner. This becomes the first stitch
line.
Now, draw a second line – parallel to the first, but ½” apart. This
becomes the second stitch line
Align one BACKGROUND Square, with one of the MAIN
COLOUR rectangles (right sides together). The first diagonal
line should point towards the center of the rectangle and the
second diagonal stitch line should appear on the same side as
the topmost corners (see diagram). Pin before sewing.
Repeat this step for the opposite side of the rectangle.
Stitch along BOTH lines.
REPEAT steps 3 – 5 for the second MAIN COLOUR rectangle.
Cut midway BETWEEN the two stitch lines on each corner – this
results in a ¼” seam allowance for both pieces.
Press ALL seams OPEN.
Set aside the small Half-Square Triangles (HST).
REPEAT steps 7 – 9 for the second unit.
CHECK YOUR SIZES:
4-1/2” x 12-1/2” for MAIN block rectangle and
3-3/4” x 3-3/4” for HSTs
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12.

DECIDE how you would like to sew your components together –
there are 3 different options … we just remind you to place the
CENTER FABRIC in the center of the two MAIN block
rectangles.
Note: The diagram depicts the ‘original’ banded Snowball (one of
the options available)
13. CHECK YOUR BLOCK DIMENSION:
12-1/2” x 12-1/2” (if this is not the case, please make the necessary
correction to your seam allowances)
THIS COMPLETES THE “BIG” BLOCK!!
BLOCK #2: FOUR PATCH

Time to deploy the HALF-SQUARE TRIANGLES!
Orient the squares in whatever configuration you prefer (there are 16
different options!) and sew together.
CHECK YOUR BLOCK DIMENSION:
7” x 7” (if this is not the case, please make the necessary correction to
your seam allowances)
PACKAGE BOTH BLOCKS BACK IN THE BAGGIE AND REMEMBER TO BRING THEM BACK TO OUR SEPTEMBER MEETING.

Here is one ‘interpretation’ of a finished DIVIDE & CONQUER COMFORT QUILT (Final Dimension = 48” x 60”). Note: the
MAIN blocks have been sewn together in each of the possible variations and then twisted to create a unique end-product.
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EXECUTIVE REPORTS 2015 - 2016 GUILD YEAR
Executive Reports 2015-2016 (these reports have been shortened to accommodate the space provided in the
newsletter. The reports in their entirety are kept by the current Guild Secretary should you wish to view
them).
President – Joanne Ariss: I presided over executive meetings and opened all of the guild meetings
Thank you to Marjorie Mansell for filling in for me. I picked up mail, answered letters and emails and wrote monthly
messages for our Newsletter. I attempted to meet all new members and provide them with a welcome gift bag.
Vice President – Marjorie Mansell: I attended the executive meetings and chaired one guild meeting. I was
responsible for the guild quilt and displayed it at guild meetings and I was on the 25th anniversary committee.
Past President – Nancy Wells: I attended executive meetings and renewed our contract with Three Willows
Church, renewed insurance coverage for our guild, edited monthly newsletters and secured replacements for
Executive positions.
Secretary – Donna Reimer: I attended executive meetings and wrote out and distributed the minutes to all
executive members.
Treasurer – Diane Black: I prepared and distributed monthly statements of Income and Expenses to all
executive members. I deposited revenue and issued cheques when requested and attended all executive meetings.
Program Chair– Cyndy Maltby with Committee Members – Barb Jordan and Wendy Oskam: We filled this
year with wonderful speakers like Noshi Gulati, Tracy Lawko, Kathy Wagner, Susan Bowslough and Lorna McMahan.
We had a local choir serenade us at our Christmas program, a demo night and retro night.
Membership – Monica Bell: I collected membership and guest fees at our monthly meetings; organized,
printed and distributed 135 membership directories. Our guild has 132 full members, which includes 20 new
members this year.
Historian – Cathy Buchanan: I attended all of our monthly Guild meetings and special events and take
numerous photographs. I secured signed permission forms for all photos taken of each quilter and their quilts.
Workshop – Jane Londerville: I attended all executive meetings and organized two workshops this year: an
October workshop was cancelled due to insufficient interest and the winter workshop was cancelled because of many
competing activities of our 25th anniversary year.
Library – MaryAnne Girourd: The library was open for business at every guild meeting with the help of Library
Assistants. A library cabinet was donated and secured in our library room providing easier access to the books,
quilting books were purchased and some of the older books were sold to guild members at nominal prices.
Special Projects – Susan Harrington and Barbara Jordan: In December, we supplied refreshments to celebrate
the Christmas season. A Past President’s Mystery Day was held in February, an anniversary cake was supplied at our
March meeting, an anniversary committee was formed and, in May, we celebrated our 25th anniversary with a
banquet and special speaker at the Italian Canadian Club. We held draws every month during this year, distributed
anniversary pins to all members and held a 25th anniversary quilt challenge.
Publicity – Mary Lawrence: I attended executive meetings, notified local newspapers and also Guelph Arts
Council of our monthly executive meetings and our 25th Anniversary celebrations and organized a display of
members quilts in our local libraries in May.

Community Outreach – Cheryl Cowan with Committee Members – Ann Jeffrey, Gail Brown, Naomi Klaas,
Katrina Baklarz, Dayna Passmore, Patricia Pequenat, Joan Hett, Lisa Burkhardt-Jones, Wendy Oskam and Alyson Anker:
I introduced an internal outreach initiative designed to engage our guild members in becoming involved with our
program, added a participation challenge to the Block of the Month, held a Bee Day in October. As a guild, we
produced 75+ comfort quilts to S.A.D.V. Treatment Centre and 44 memory quilts for the G.G.H. birthing unit and also
crib quilts/receiving blankets and burp pads for Michael House.
Newsletter –Alyson Anker: I attended all executive meetings; prepared the Guild Newsletter each month:
posted the newsletter on our website and notified members once the Newsletter had been posted. I mailed
newsletters to members who don’t have email and provided one to the Historian for archiving.
Website – Scott Schau: I attended all monthly executive meetings, have updated the guild website to a new
layout and content management system. I also added a Guild Forum area and I ensured the website is operating
within the guild budget.
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Show and Share
Show and Share is such an important, inspiring and exciting part of our Guild meetings.
If you have a UFO, a finished top or even a finished quilt, we’d love to see it. Please do not hesitate
to bring your wonderful piece of love and share your story with us. Don’t be shy! Whether you are a
newbie or an experienced quilter, we love to be inspired by all!
Please complete this form and bring it to the meeting if you plan on showing a quilt for “Show and
Share”. Please also fill out our “sign in sheet” so that we don’t miss introducing you and your work.

----------------------------------------------------RCQG Show and Share Information and Agreement
Date: _______________________

Quilter(s): ______________________________________________________________________
Name of Piece: __________________________________________________________________
Pattern Source / Inspiration / Designer:
_______________________________________________________________________
Brief Description:
Size (approximate):______________________________________________
Main Colours: ___________________________________________________
Quilt Style: (pieced, appliqué, art, modern, etc.) ___________________________
Quilting Method and by whom: (hand, machine, long arm)
_____________________________________________________________________
Other: ______________________________________________________________________
Would you like to receive an email photo of your quilt?

Yes____No____

Email Address: _________________________________________________
Do you agree to allow a photo of you and your quilt to appear on our website?

Yes____No____

Do you agree to allow a photo of you and your quilt to appear in the newsletter? Yes____No____

Alyson Anker, Newsletter Editor alyson.anker@gmail.com

Guild Meetings

Executive Meeting

Three Willows Church

367 Woodlawn Rd, Unit 9

Tuesday, June 14th

Monday, August 22nd

Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of each month
from September to June, 7-9 pm.
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