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P.O. Box 24030, Bullfrog Postal Outlet, Guelph, Ontario N1E 6V8
www.royalcityquiltersguild.ca

Guild Meeting
Tuesday, September 9, 2014
Three Willows United Church, 577 Willow Rd., Guelph

6:30 Doors and Library Open
7:00

Checklist 

Membership Table Open
Monthly Library Book Sale
Opening Remarks
Annual General Meeting
Program – Jackie Syer
Show & Share

Guests are welcome for a fee of $5.











Name Tag
Library Card
Return Library Books (overdue $1/month)
$$$ for library book sale
$40 for Membership Renewal
Show and Share Form (on last page)
$40 to pay for Workshops
$20 for Pattern Program
Food Bank (always welcome)

This Month’s Program
While September will come sooner than anyone expects, the close of summer means a whole new
guild year is upon us! Your program committee is proud to host Jackie Syer for an evening of
education, storytelling and inspiration. Trained as a primary school teacher in Saskatchewan, Jackie
has had the pleasure of residing in Regina, Calgary and Birmingham England before settling in
Ontario. As a young entrepreneur, Jackie opened her own retail store complete with three teaching
classrooms and 17 instructors. Quilting became Jackie’s focus in the late 70’s and early 80’s and,
following retirement in 1996, she has made a jaw-dropping 250 quilts. Even though she is heavily
involved in the quilt guild scene, Jackie enjoys spending time with her daughters and
granddaughters and playing in duplicate bridge tournaments.
During our evening together, Jackie will take us on a journey through her collection explaining each
piece’s story and the theme of “making something out of nothing”. As we learn more about Jackie’s
approach to quilting, guild members will have the opportunity to take part in her $20 pattern
program. This is an excellent way to get your hands on 8 of her designer patterns over the course of
our guild year. Jackie will also be leading a workshop in November with a focus on “stash-busting”,
so stay tuned for more information regarding this exciting event!
Cyndy Maltby and Helen Donaldson
“Proquiltinating” - Quilting when you should be cooking, cleaning or doing laundry.
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Our President’s Message
Welcome back to our first meeting of this guild year. Hopefully everyone
enjoyed their summer despite the sometimes unseasonal weather. However,
as quilters, we don’t let a rainy or cool day dampen our spirits. We just head
to our sewing room and sew the day away.
I am quite honoured and excited to be taking over the position of your
President for the next two years. What an exciting two years it will be for our
guild. This year, of course, on May 1st and 2nd, 2015, we will be having our
6th Quilt Show! And next year, in March 2016, the Royal City Quilters’ Guild,
celebrates its 25th Anniversary!
Your executive team has been working very diligently over the summer at organizing new programs, new
workshops and buying new library books for you. We also have a few special projects that we are working on
for everyone. Sorry, they can’t be revealed just yet… but stay tuned!
I’m looking forward to visiting with everyone at September’s meeting. Please feel free to approach me or any
of the members of the executive, introduce yourself, ask questions, make suggestions, but most of all, sit back
and enjoy your meetings. They have been tailored just for you.
Till then, don’t forget, our Quilt Show is fast approaching. If you haven’t given any more thought to that
special quilt you have always wanted to make and display in the show, don’t despair, there is still time. Take a
peek through your stash or go out and spend your lunch money on some new fabric, but don’t delay in
getting started on it. We can’t wait to see it at the show!!!
Joanne Ariss, President

Library
When we did the library inventory this summer, the hands-down winners for the most used books were
“Adventures in Leaders and Enders” and “Scraps & Shirttails”, both by Bonnie Hunter. Well, Bonnie is one busy
lady and I have ordered three more of her books. “More Adventures with Leaders and Enders”, “String Fling:
Scrappy, Happy and Loving It” and “Scraps & Shirttails II” have been ordered and I hope to have them before
our September meeting.

I'll set these new books aside for the first three members who get in touch with me (one to a customer). So,
send me an email at lmlmarso@gmail.com if you would like one of these new titles or, actually, any other title.
As you may know, you can link to our library list of titles via the guild’s website. Don’t forget, we have some
rulers for loan as well.
While doing the inventory of the library collection, we found a lot of books that seem to be past their “best
by” date. We will be offering these for sale over the next few months along with magazines, books, patterns
and tools. Books will be $2, magazines $1 and other items as marked. Plan ahead and take time to drop by
the library before each meeting to check out all the great quilting books for loan as well as the items for sale.
Laurel Marsolais, Library
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Slate of Officers 2014-2015
The following is the Slate of Officers and Committee Members for 2014-2015:
President – Joanne Ariss
Vice President – Marjorie Mansell
Past President – Nancy Wells
Secretary – Donna Reimer
Treasurer – Diane Black
Website – Scott Schau
Special Projects – Susan Harrington & Barb Jordan
Publicity – Mary Lawrence
Newsletter – MaryAnne Girouard
Historian – Edna Keown
Membership – Monica Bell
Program – Cyndy Maltby & Helen Donaldson
Workshop – Jane Londerville
Community Outreach – Cheryl Cowan
Library – Laurel Marsolais
On behalf of our Guild, I would like to thank those who have answered the call to volunteer. I know you will all
have fun and enjoy the experience. Best of luck to the new executive!
Susan Harrington, Nominating Committee Chair

$20 Quilt of the Month Program
September brings Speaker, Jackie Syer, to our guild. I know that you will be amazed at how she will show you
ways to use up your stash and therefore make room for new fabric purchases. The $20 Quilt of the Month
Program will help you do just that. If you already signed up for this program it is now time to pay the $20 and
get started on your first pattern. Remember, your payment will allow you to receive a new Jackie Syer pattern
each and every month for the next 8 months. These patterns are easy to follow and will definitely help trim
your stash. There is no requirement to use these patterns to finish a quilt each month, but wouldn't it be
wonderful if you could. Perhaps you could even put one of these finished quilts into the upcoming quilt show.
If you did not sign up but would like to participate, there is still time to add your name to our list.
I will be at the back of the room at our Guild meeting. Come and see me and get started on this fun program.
Susan Harrington, Co-ordinator of the $20 Quilt of the Month Program

Membership
Welcome back for another fun and inspirational year at our Guild. Congratulations to Helen Donaldson who
won a $40 coupon towards a workshop and to me, Monica Bell, who won a free RCQG membership at our
June membership draw.
Reminder: Our membership is $40/year and the membership table will be open at 6:30 at all meetings.
Guests are welcome for a small fee of $5, which will be applied to their membership fee if they join at a later
date.
Everyone who registers by the October meeting will be included in the Membership Directory for this year.
Monica Bell, Membership
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Workshops at our Guild
The workshop committee has almost finalized the lineup for 2014-15 and we are excited about the plans. If
you are interested in any of the workshops, please take the time to sign up at the table in the back of the
meeting room. One of the Workshop Committee Members will be there to answer your questions or take
suggestions for future workshops.
This year we are asking that you sign up for one workshop day only and add your name to the waiting list for
any others you choose. This will allow more people to have a chance to attend at least one. If spaces open up
we will move the next name on the waiting list to the open space.
Saturday November 22, 2014 - Jackie Syer, ‘3 Quilt Stash Buster’, $40
Jackie, the presenter at our September meeting, is conducting this workshop. If you have signed up for this
workshop, please bring your payment ($40) to the September meeting at which time you will be able to pick
up detailed patterns and precutting instructions for the workshop. If you have signed up, not paid and can’t
come to the September meeting, please email me at jlonderv@uoguelph.ca to make payment arrangements. If I
don’t hear from you soon after the September meeting, I will fill your spot with someone on the waiting list.
Saturday, January 31, 2015 - Maggie Vanderweit, ‘Curves, Wedges & Wonky Log Cabins’,
$40
This is a really fun, hands-on workshop for all skill levels of quilters. You will learn how to make
quilts with irregular and often unplanned shapes. Cut and sew effortless, graceful curves.
Discover lots of ways to use wedge shapes and create many varieties of logs to build with. You
can choose to make a piece with any or all of the techniques. This is a great bridge class
between traditional and contemporary quilting. http://maggievanderweit.blogspot.ca
Saturday, June 7, 2014 - ‘How to Finish a Quilt’ (morning) and ‘Photographing your Quilts’ (afternoon)
$40 for the day (or $20 for one workshop)
We are trying something new this year – two half-day workshops. In the morning you will learn about
finishing quilts – squaring off, borders (widths, how many), binding, facing, hanging etc. In the afternoon you
will learn about photographing your finished quilting projects. No fancy cameras are required for this
workshop. This day will be considered one workshop but you can sign up for just one if you wish.
Jane Londerville, Workshops

Miscellaneous
List your business for free: http://www.quiltersresources.net/instructors.html
Big List of Online Quilting Fabric Stores: http://finishedgarment.ca/canadian-online-quilting-fabric-stores
http://www.freequiltpatterns.info Search over 300,000 products from hundreds of local retail quilt stores from
across the country. Support local quilt stores by searching for their products here. Having a difficult time
locating that hard-to-find product sold out a year or two ago? Search hundreds of retail quilt stores here to
see if any of them might still have that fabric you need in stock!
Note: Please let me know if you have a website or hint that you think the rest of the guild would love to know about!
Thanks! MaryAnne Girouard, Newsletter Editor maryanne.rcqg@rogers.com
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Community Outreach
One lovely day, I joyfully spent six hours on the tractor, cutting grass! My insistence on performing this rather
mundane activity has little to do with the fact that it has to be done – I enjoy being out in the fresh air, bouncing
around and creating new patterns on the lawn, kind of like doodling or quilting. However, I realized today
(composing this blurb, in the field) that the lull of the motor and the predictability of my path offers up the real
bonus: I have lots of time to ponder and resolve issues floating around in my head!
Lately, the issues foremost in my mind are related to down-sizing our house and our material goods. Alas, this may
be the last summer that I can ‘mow & meditate’. The need to de-clutter and purge, brings mixed feelings –
melancholy over the loss of well-loved items and euphoria over the sense of accomplishing the cleanup. My ‘old’
sewing studio was the first room to undergo a dismantling worthy of a military exercise – sort, pack, move – no
emotional ‘petting’ of fabrics allowed. The ‘new’ space is much smaller, so there was
extensive purging (to deserving charities and friends) and, I must say, some rather
clever and creative solutions to storing the diminished hoard, out of sight of my
better half, at the other end. I was rather proud of that accomplishment – that is,
until Sue Harrington called and asked: “Will you head up the Community Outreach
group?” Sure – no problem! When a friend gently asked what I was going to do with
the fabric, I had an “OMG” moment. In the back of my mind, I knew that there was
fabric held for this purpose – I’d just forgotten that I’d be the one storing it! (A
special thanks to Carol Cousins for doing so, these past few months!)
Mowing meditation: Where’s it going to go? Not the current house – under realtor advice. Thank goodness for a
tolerant husband, because it was a top-to-bottom, front-to-back, loaded van that pulled into the drive of the new
house and deposited 75 cubic feet of fabric into the living room and onto kitchen counters! (P.S. more than triple
what I’d given away).
Mowing meditation: What else is involved? I’d never paid attention! So, I went to the sources – the past chairs
(thanks Joan Hett, Donna Reimer, Nellie Hanuta and Linda deVries) – and quizzed them thoroughly on their
activities. The one piece of advice that rang out loud – get the “BEE DAY” booked! I don’t know what’s exactly
happening that day, yet, but I’ll fill you in next month. For now, please mark SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8th on your
calendars. It’ll be held at Three Willows United Church.
Mowing meditation: What does one do with all the fabric? Step one – assess inventory; step two – call in
reinforcements! Thankfully, the Committee members found the house, in spite of my directions, and waded into the
stash quickly. We discovered 20 quilt tops and an untold number of ‘orphan’ blocks! It was amazing to see the
group’s creativity in finding solutions to use the ‘misfits’. We organized a ‘donation’ bin and sorted the balance of
the stash into bins. A special thanks to Nellie Hanuta, Wendy Oskham, Lisa Jones, Ann Jeffries and Gail Brown for
pitching in and taking home “project challenges” - which will be the equivalent of about another 20 quilt tops,
when completed! All of the tops will be making an appearance at an upcoming guild meeting, so be on the
lookout. We will need volunteers to quilt and/or bind these, so visit our table and please consider taking one home
to perform this small act of kindness! Yet, even after all of the culling, our stash is still overflowing. Based on quick
estimates, we have sufficient fabric on hand, to make 100 – 150 quilts (a two – three year hoard), even if no further
fabric added. (Yes, I still have a tolerant husband.)
Mowing meditation: What to do with an unmanageable stash? Proper storage of so much fabric is a major
consideration and, to a lesser extent, varying the composition of the stash (e.g. colours, fabric types) on a routine
basis. With this in mind and after consultation with the Guild’s Executive, our Committee has determined that
unused fabric, ‘aging in the bin’, does not serve our Guild’s objectives. Therefore, commencing at October’s Guild
meeting (and until December, if supplies last), members will have the opportunity to ravish the stash. Seek out, take
and use – however you’d like! We’d gladly accept a cash donation (if you choose) to support our ‘Stoke the Stash’
Fund – for the purpose of revitalizing our fabric stores.
Cheryl Cowan, Community Outreach
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2014 Calendar
Ongoing till January 11, 2015 – Breaking Free: The Fibre Art of Lyn Barrett-Cowan
Wellington County Museum & Archives, 0536 Wellington Road 18, Fergus ON
(between Fergus and Elora )
Lyn Barrett-Cowan is a Fergus fibre artist of extraordinary vision whose
abstract quilt designs are created outside of the usual conventions, breaking
free from the traditional quilting designs. Drawing from her own life
experiences, spirituality and of nature, Lyn takes us on a personal journey of
exploration that will delight and intrigue viewers. The picture shows Lyn next
to “Rock Series #2” currently on exhibit.
http://www.wellington.ca/en/discover/resources/museum_and_archives/June__Circa_2014.pdf

Current – Quilt Contest by Dairy Farmers of Ontario
See the Poster at https://www.milk.org/Corporate/PDF/Contest_Quilting_50_yr.pdf
Submit the entry form by October 20th and deliver your entry by December 1st.
Three categories: wall hanging featuring a dairy theme, quilt block of the 50th Anniversary logo and wearable
art featuring a dairy related theme.
September 9 – 16 – Fibre Content 2014
Art Gallery of Burlington (formerly the Burlington Art Centre), 1333 Lakeshore Road, Burlington ON
Admission is free. Inspiration, innovation and a nod to tradition is in this exhibit of more than 100 art quilts,
fibre art and mixed media work. There were 208 submissions for the juried show. For anyone who missed Quilt
Canada, its "Best in Show", SEVEN CREATE, a collaborative work by the Northern Ontario Fibre Artists, as well
as a few others, will now be part of our show. Our show also includes a memorial to John Willard displaying
his last quilt, "A Night to Remember", a depiction of the sinking of the titanic. See website for gallery hours.
http://fibrations.org Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/Fibre-Content-Burlington-2014/458963740797784
September 5 (10-5), 6 (10-4) & 7 (10-3) – Buckhorn Quilt Guild
Buckhorn Community Centre, 1801 Lakehurst Rd., Buckhorn ON (N of Peterborough)
http://www.buckhornquilters.ca/2014Buckhornquiltshow.html or https://www.facebook.com/buckhornquiltshow
Featured Quilter – Hilary Rice, Quilt Appraiser – Rosalie Tennison
September 12 – November 9 – Stitches across Time, Dufferin County Museum & Archives
936029 Airport Road, Mulmur, ON L9V 0L3 (between Shelburne and Alliston)
The Museum is once again presenting the exhibition Stitches across Time. Continuing the theme of the
first Stitches across Time exhibit in 2011, the exhibition will celebrate the tradition and history of textile
arts. The Dufferin County Museum & Archives invites submissions for a national juried exhibition of fibre
art works inspired by a new selection of six historical pieces from the museum’s extensive collection of
artifacts. http://www.stitchesacrosstime.com/index.htm

September 13 (10-5) & 14 (11-4) – Hawberry Quilt Show
Manitoulin Island ON http://www.hawberryquilting.blogspot.ca/2014/05/hawberry-quilt-show-2014.html
September 20 (10-5) & 21 (10-4) – Yorkshire Rose Quilt Guild Show
Ellesmere Community Recreation Centre, 20 Canadian Rd. (off Warden, S of 401), Toronto ON
Admission $7, Over a hundred glorious quilts, merchant mall, tea room.
http://qg-yr.blogspot.ca/p/quilt-show-2014.html
September 20 – 21 – Festival of Quilts, North Hastings Quilt Club
Bancroft Curling Club, 63 Newkirk Blvd, Bancroft, ON K0L 1C0 http://www.quiltclub.ca/history.html
Contact Pat Anderson at 613-332-2122 or andertons@sympatico.ca
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September 27 (10-5) & 28 (11-4) – A Quilters Legacy Quilt Show, Erie Shores Quilters Guild
614 Mersea Rd., Leamington ON http://erieshoresquiltersguild.wordpress.com
Admission $5, Hundreds of quilts, contest, vendors, tea room
October 3 (10-7), Oct 4 (10-4) – Fall into Quilts, Hamilton Quilters Guild Show
Ancaster Fair Grounds, Marritt Hall, 625 Garner Rd., East Ancaster
Admission $6 http://www.hamiltonquiltersguild.com/QuiltShowsShopsLinks.html
Over 200 quilts on display in 2 huge rooms, demonstrations, Tromboli, Boutique, Merchants Mall, Tea Room
October 4 (10-4) – Memory Lane Quilt Show
St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church, 34 Head St. N., Strathroy ON
Admission $5. Merchants’ Mall, Tea Room, Quilters’ Garage Sale (with quilting magazines and books)
Contact: Jean Bray or Marilyn Whiting at stjohnsquilt@yahoo.ca.
October 17, 18 & 19 – Espanola Fibre Arts Festival - Celebrate Quilting & Stitchery
175 Avery St., Espanola ON
http://www.espanolafibreartsfestival.ca or https://www.facebook.com/espanolafibreartsfestival
Admission $5, husbands admitted free! Contact Jackie Tarinowski 705-869-6407 or mrs_t53@hotmail.com
Antique Quilt Display, Bed Quilts, Wall Hangings, Wearable Art, Merchants Mall, Seasonal Displays, Penny
Raffle, Sweet Treats, Coffee & Tea (donations welcome)
October 17 (10-8) & 18 (10-5) – Road to Friendships Quilt Show, London Friendship Quilters Guild
Oakridge Presbyterian Church, 970 Oxford St. W., London ON (ample free parking, wheelchair accessible)
Many quilts in a wide range of styles from the traditional appliqué, scrap and pieced quilts to modern art
pieces; from bed quilts to wall hangings, miniatures and other quilted items.
Merchant mall, members’ boutique, display of antique sewing machines, demonstrations of sewing techniques
and tools, displays outlining our Guild’s community outreach programs and examples of workshop projects
from the past two years.
October 24 (10-8) & 25 (10-5) – The Fabric of Our Lives Quilt Show, Brant Heritage Quilt Guild
Best Western Plus, 19 Holiday Drive, Brantford ON
Admission $7, Featured Artists – Kay Boyd, Aline Chan, Patricia Ryckman-Fleming
http://www.brantheritagequilters.com/Quilt%20Show.htm
November 1–30 – World of Threads Festival
Queen Elizabeth Park Community & Cultural Centre, 2302 Bridge Road, Oakville ON
Admission is free to Festival Exhibitions. See website for hours. http://www.worldofthreadsfestival.com/
Featuring 97 artists from Australia, Canada, France, Hungary, Germany, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, UK, USA.
The Festival is one of the most vibrant fibre arts festivals in the world.
https://www.facebook.com/pages/World-of-Threads-Festival-of-Contemporary-Fibre-Art/176074612433125
November 14 (10-6) & 15 (10-5) – A Celebration of Quilts XII, York Heritage Quilt Guild
Toronto Botanical Garden, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto ON
Admission $7 in advance, $10 at the door
http://yhqg.org/quiltshow2014/index.html
If you have any questions, please contact ajanecramer@hotmail.com or president@yhqg.org
Canadian Quilters’ Association: http://www.canadianquilter.com/index.php
At this website: a list of Quilt Professionals, Canadian Events, Awards, Galleries, Sponsors, Shops & Shopping.
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2015 Calendar
May 1 & 2 – RCQG 2015 Quilt Show
Our 2015 Quilt Show will be hosted at Three Willows United Church. See blurb later in this newsletter
and watch for the Quilt Show Newsletters from the Quilt Show Committee.
February 27, 2015 – Deadline for entries for The Grand National Quilt Show, Kitchener
May 10 to September – The Grand National Quilt Show, Kitchener
Quilt artists from across Canada are challenged to capture in their quilt art some design that
suggests the theme of “Connections”.
www.grandnationalquiltshow.ca
June 4 – 6 – Quilt Canada 2015
Lethbridge AB
Workshops by: Weeks Ringle, Margie Davidson, Kathy Tidswell, Cindy Needham, Karen Henry
http://www.canadianquilter.com/events/quilt-canada-2015.php

Our RCQG Quilt Show – May 1-2, 2015
Our 2015 Quilt Show will be hosted at Three Willows United Church. Our last show was spectacular because of
all the exceptional quilts and we want our 2015 show to be even better. The Show Committee is already
meeting and Show plans are well underway.
What is the Quilt Challenge for this Show?
The Quilt Show Challenge is for all RCQG members. The Show Committee picks two fabrics and a theme then
a kit is prepared. Each kit includes a fat quarter of each of the two fabrics. Members buy these kits for $15 and
this money helps pay incidentals for the show which includes paying the judges. A limited number of kits will
be available, starting at the September meeting, and will be available at every meeting until all kits are sold.
There will be different categories into which a piece can be entered. For example, some categories will be best
use of theme fabric, best embellishment and best mini. Size requirements will be specified. The Challenge
Quilts will be hung as a group at the show and it will be impressive to see how differently quilters express, in
their piece, their interpretation and feelings about the Challenge theme. Winning pieces will be given ribbons
for First, Second and Third. Outside judges pick the winners. Please consider participating in the Quilt
Challenge. Your quilt will be returned to you, with the ribbon if you are a winner!
Stay tuned for more information. The Show Committee will be doing a separate Newsletter to update you on
the plans. We encourage everyone to purchase and participate in the Quilt Challenge and also to start
thinking of quilts you would love to show. Don’t lose out! Get your Challenge Kit soon! At our last quilt show
there were around 50 Challenge Quilts. Let’s do better this year.
Co-Chairs: Jackie James jquilterjames@sympatico.ca and Marjorie Mansell margoriemansell@rogers.com
Mini Quilt Fundraiser for our Quilt Show
As announced at the May meeting, we are all challenged to make minis and donate them for the 2015 Quilt
Show for the Mini Raffle and Silent Auction. The raffles and auctions were big fundraisers at all of the last five
shows. By donating a mini or two, you are contributing to making our 2015 show a success. At every guild
meeting this year, we will collect your mini quilts.
Remember: For every mini you donate, you get a ballot for a prize draw!
Barbara Jordan, Chair, Mini Raffle and Quilt Auction, RCQG 2015 Quilt Show
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Guild Meetings

Next Executive Meeting

Three Willows Church

Three Willows Church
Monday, September 15
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Tuesday, September 9th
Tuesday, October 14th

th

Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of each month
from September to June

Show and Share
Show and Share is such an important, inspiring, exciting part of our Guild meetings. If you have a UFO, a
finished top or even a finished quilt, we’d love to see it. Please do not hesitate to bring your wonderful piece
of love and share your story with us. Don’t be shy! Whether you are a newbie or an experienced quilter, we
love to be inspired by all!
Please complete this form and bring it to the meeting if you plan on showing a quilt for “Show and Share”.

------------------------------------------------------------RCQG Show and Share Information and Agreement
Date: __________________ Name of Piece: ____________________________________________
Quilter(s): ________________________________________________________________________
Pattern Source / Inspiration / Designer: _________________________________________________
Brief Description:
Size (approximate): _____________________________________________________________
Main Colours: __________________________________________________________________
Quilt Style: (pieced, appliqué, art, etc.) _______________________________________________
Quilting Method and by whom: (hand, machine, long arm) ________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Other: ________________________________________________________________________
Would you like to receive an email photo of your quilt?

Yes____ No____

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________
Do you agree to allow a photo of you and your quilt to appear on our website?
Yes____No____
Do you agree to allow a photo of you and your quilt to appear in the newsletter? Yes____No____

-------------------------------------------------------------

