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December 2013 & January 2014

P.O. Box 24030, Bullfrog Postal Outlet, Guelph, Ontario N1E 6V8
www.royalcityquiltersguild.ca

Meeting Programs - December 10 and January 14
Meeting Place: Three Willows United Church, 577 Willow Rd., Guelph, ON N1H 7H3
6:45
7:00
7:15
7:15
8:45

Doors and Library Open
Checklist 
Opening Remarks
December 10th Speaker – Nancy Singer
January 14th – Demo Night
Show and Share
Monthly Library Book Sale









Name Tag
Library Card and $$$ for monthly book sale
Return Library Books (overdue $1/month)
Show & Share item and completed form (p.8)
Zehrs Tapes (ends December)
Food Bank (always welcome)
Bring your own mug for refreshments

Guests are welcome for a fee of $5.
New Membership Directories are available.

December and January Programs
Say it ain't sew! We have one guild meeting left in 2013 and Christmas is just around the corner. Time to
finish up those quilty gifts, make your list, check it twice....just like Santa!
Our December meeting will feature Nancy Singer sharing her quilts and frugal ways. If you peak at Nancy's
blog, thethriftyquilter.blogspot.com, you'll see she has been finishing up tops and bindings in preparation for our
meeting. You will enjoy seeing her quilts and hearing how they all came to be.
We are switching up the December program. Instead of the Bake Sale with Silent Auction, the Guild will be
providing treats and refreshments. Save your money for Christmas shopping and enjoy sipping, munching and
mingling with your fellow guild members. We encourage you to bring your quilty Christmas creations to
include in Show & Share. We love to see what you are working on to give away this year.
January's program will be the "soon-to-be-famous" Demo Night. Last year was such a hit, we are doing it
again! Be prepared for fun and frivolity as we spend a few minutes at various demonstration tables. We expect
to have paper piecing, fabric dyeing, machine felting, as well as a vendor or two with wares to sell. When was
learning ever this much fun?
Remember there will be free treats and refreshments in December! “Lug a mug” .... bring a mug or cup for
your beverage, cut down on our trash! Don't forget CA$H in January. You never know what patterns or
treasures will be available from our demonstrators.
Happy quilting!

Barbara Jordan, Stephanie Moddison & Nancy McNab
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Our President’s Message
In October my husband and I cruised to several sites in the Eastern
Mediterranean. On board, we attended a number of lectures by a colour
expert named Mary Ellen Lapp who, in one of her lectures, gave us some
insight into the origins of colour. As a quilter, I found all of this very
enlightening and I hope you will too. Up until approximately the tenth
century, European civilizations were very drab and it was the spice trade that was instrumental in
bringing about the movement of spices, jewels and colours to Europe. Mary Ellen mentioned that
early European travellers and explorers noticed that the warmer the climate the more colourful the
costumes, roofs and dwellings became. Certain colours came to typify certain areas of the world. In
Africa, for example, the colour red came to represent bravery and blood, blue represented water
which was extremely scarce and white meant purity and hard working. In India the colours pink and
blue became revered colours while red was chosen as the colour of celebration. To this day, brides
are clothed in red gowns on their wedding day and adorned with henna designs.
These pictures were taken at the
Blue Mosque in Istanbul. They
illustrate the colour of blue used to
adorn the mosques in Turkey and
show where the colour turquoise
derived its name.
Spain is renowned for discovering how to obtain a beautiful, vibrant red. The secret was the
cochineal beetle which they dried and crushed to obtain the colour. The Spaniards kept this very
important detail to themselves for over three centuries. By mixing mercury and sulphur the Chinese
discovered the colour vermillion which is an orange red and thus came the term Chinese red. These
are just a few of the fascinating details that I learned about colours.
Nancy Wells, President

Past President’s Mystery – Saturday, Feb 1, 2014
Remember --- this day is FREE. There will be coffee, tea, treats, prizes and, of course, a hot lunch will
be provided. You can work on The Mystery Quilt or something of your own choosing. Pressing of
quilt blocks and un-sewing will be generously done by your hosts. Just a reminder to those who have
already signed up for this PPM day, the yardage and cutting instructions for the Mystery Quilt will be
available at the December meeting. We can accommodate only 25 quilters. There already is a waiting
list but don’t fret… if someone can’t make it, we will be calling the next person on the list. So, if you
haven’t signed up yet, make sure you do so you don’t miss out on this fun-filled day. There is
another PPM scheduled for Saturday, May 3, 2014. If you aren’t lucky with the first date, you surely
will be for the second date.
Susan Harrington, Jackie James, Nancy McNab, Barb Jordan
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Upcoming Workshops at our Guild
Hello Guild Members:
Wow, can you believe we are on the downside of 2013. This year has gone by so quickly and the new
one is approaching fast.
The Open Thread Bar Workshop was awesome. It was a great time to try out many different types of
threads and learn a lot more about the machine you use, the various techniques for special threads
and making machine adjustments. I think everyone had a good time just playing on their machine
and creating samples.
Please see below for updated information about each of the upcoming workshops. If you are
interested in any of these workshops, please take the time to sign up at the table in the back of the
meeting room either before or after the guild meetings. One of the Workshop Committee Members
will be there to answer questions and take suggestions for future workshops.

 Saturday, January 25, 2014 - Machine Appliqué Workshop - $40 + Kit Fee TBD

Susan Harrington will teach you the fun techniques of machine appliqué and the sky's the limit after
that. There were so many comments on Susan’s appliqué short demo last January that we thought
you would enjoy a fun-filled workshop covering this topic. There are still spots available for this
workshop. Susan has provided a sample of the appliqué block we will be working on and this can be
seen at the workshop sign-up table.
**** If you have signed up but not paid, please bring your $40 to the December meeting.

 Saturday, March 29, 2014 - Free-Motion Quilting Level 1 - $95 (incl Kit Fee of $25)

Helen Fujiki’s workshop is for beginners and experienced quilters alike. Learn a variety of free-motion
techniques and gain confidence to use these techniques, as well as what needle to use and how to
set up the best tension for future quilt projects. www.fujiwaquilting.com
The waiting list for this workshop is very short; so if you are interested in taking this workshop, please
put your name down on the list. The cost is $95 and can be paid at the December or January
meeting. This includes a $25 kit fee to Helen, which we are collecting on her behalf.
**** I need a firm commitment for this workshop by the end of January please.

 Wednesday, June 11, 2014 - Mock Mola Reverse Appliqué - $60 (no kit fee)

Cathy Miller, The Singing Quilter, will be showing us a fast and easy technique for reverse appliqué.
Please note this is a mid-week workshop so mark your calendar or book the day off from work. The
sign-up list is getting full so if you are at all interested please put your name on the list to hold a
spot. The cost of this workshop is $60 with no kit cost. www.singingquilter.com (and on YouTube)
See you at the December and January guild meetings. We wish you all the best for the holiday
season!
Helen Donaldson, Jackie James, Nancy McNab, Cindy Kinnon and Barbara Kuczynski
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Community Outreach
We bring community quilts in various stages of completion to every meeting. Some just need
binding, some need piecing and others need quilting. Please consider giving your time and talent to
help our community quilt donation be even better than last year! Please stop by our table to see all
the projects that are waiting for you to take home and work on over the winter. The quilt tops should
be around 55” x 75”, which will accommodate the batting and backing. Thank you!
Linda deVries and Susan Birkholz

Calling All Guild Members ………..
I am looking for guild members to fill the upcoming 2014/2015 Guild Executive positions that will be
vacated by the current executive at the end of their two-year term. I spoke of this recently and hope
you have had time to mull over the possibility of joining our executive.
FYI - The Executive Committee meets on the Monday following our regular guild meeting with the
exception of December and June. The following executive positions will become vacant for the
2014/2015 year:
Vice President, Treasurer, Website, Community Outreach, Secretary,
Program, Membership, Special Projects, Workshop, Publicity
Starting in January I will be sending around a clipboard with the executive positions that are coming
available. Please support your guild and sign up for one or more positions that interest you.
Remember, we are all volunteers working together to make this guild a place where we can all
enjoy our time together and learn from each other. If you can offer the guild this type of inspiration,
we need you. It doesn’t matter whether you are a new member to the guild or a veteran guild
member. We need your new and fresh ideas to help us to grow and flourish.
Please sign up for one of these positions at the January meeting.

Susan Harrington, Nominating Chair

Membership
If you haven’t picked up this year’s Membership Directory, please pick one up at the next guild
meeting. Please let us know if your information changes. Guests are always welcome at $5 per guest.
Guests can join our Guild at any meeting and apply their guest fees towards the annual membership
fee for that year!
Noelle Green-Willms and Ruth Jennison
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Quilt Raffle – Draw at our Dec 10th Meeting
Will you be the lucky person who wins this beautiful quilt that is being
raffled just in time for Christmas?
This lovely scrappy 36-patch quilt is 78”x78” and was pieced, machinequilted and donated by Sandy Campbell. Thank you Sandy!
The winning ticket will be drawn after the break at the December
meeting.
Tickets are only $2 each or 3 for $5. Have you bought your tickets yet?

Canadian Quilters in the News
Margie Davidson - 2013 CQA Canadian Teacher of the Year
The Canadian Quilters’ Association (CQA) announced that the Canadian Teacher for 2013 is Margie
Davidson who grew up in Ontario and moved to Edmonton with her husband in 1992. Margie
inspires everyone to try new things, such as painting on fabric. Margie started doing art exhibits in
1992 and has even taught quilting to girls and boys in primary school! Read her full story at the CQA
website http://www.canadianquilter.com/pdf/teacher-of-year/teacher-of-the-year-2013.pdf.

Book Review
Micro Mini Quilts by Konda Lackau
This book provides some easy piecing techniques using 2½ strips, 5 inch charm
squares and leftover binding strips. You can also attack your scraps and find a
home for those in these mini quilts. Each of the six mini quilts and the bonus baby
quilt pattern are shown in two colour-ways to help you explore the possibilities.
**** It’s time for all of us to start thinking about making some mini quilts for
our 2015 Quilt Show. Our library has this plus 20 other books on mini quilts!

Laurel Marsolais, Library

WOW!!!!

Did you know??? Our Guild Library has a grand 486 library books!!!!!

Please utilize our library. It’s there for you!!! The Library Committee members work hard to bring
these books out for you at every meeting. Make them feel wanted! Let Laurel Marsolais know if you
have a book (or DVD) you’d like her to get for the library. If there is a book in our library that you
would like to borrow, feel free to email Laurel and she will try to have it for you. For the full
searchable online library go to our website under the “Contact Us” button and follow the link to the
entire collection.

Don’t forget …….. We will have a book sale at every meeting.
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Calendar 2013
 December 31st – Nomination Deadline for the prestigious CQA Dorothy McMurdie Award
Just a reminder that a CQA member can nominate another CQA member for this award until
December 31st. It would be great to have a nomination from our guild!

Calendar 2014
 January 11 to 24 (Mon-Fri 10-5) – “The Making of an Artist”
A 40-year retrospective of Film/Video, Quilts and Photography, by Joan Hug-Valeriote

Ed Video Gallery, 40 Baker St., 2nd floor, Guelph. Opening Reception: January 11th, 3-5pm.
Donations happily accepted for Ed Video (or canned/dry goods for the Chalmers Drop-In Centre)
 February 1 – Entry deadline for the CQA 2014 National Juried Show
http://njs.canadianquilter.com
 February 28 – Nomination Deadline for the CQA Teacher of the Year Award
Just a reminder that a CQA member can nominate another CQA member for this award until February
28th. It would be great to have a nomination from our guild!
 April 5 & 6 – Rhapsody of Quilts Show 2014, Pickering ON
Rouge Valley Quilters’ Guild http://www.rvqg.com
 April 24 to 26 – Piecemakers Biennial Quilt Show, St. Mary’s ON
http://our2014quilts.blogspot.ca
 April 25 & 26 – CreativFestival, Mississauga ON
www.csnf.com
 May 2 & 3 – “Stitches in Bloom” Quilt Show, Chatham ON
www.chathamkentquiltersguild.com
 May 3 & 4 – “Stitches from the Heart” Quilt Show, Sault Ste. Marie, ON
www.saultquilts.com/saultquilts/Welcome.html
Contact email: cleo.walker@sympatico.ca
 May 9 to 11 – The Common Thread Guild Biennial Quilt Show, Ottawa ON
http://www.commonthread.on.ca/QuiltShow.htm
 May 27 to May 31 – Quilt & Fiber Art Festival, St. Jacobs ON
http://stjacobs.com/quilt-fibre-festival
 June 11 to June 14 – Quilt Canada 2014, St. Catharines
Quilt Canada, at Brock University, St. Catharines.
http://www.canadianquilter.com/events/quilt-canada-2014.php
http://cqaquiltcanada.blogspot.ca
 June 20 (1-8) & 21 (10-4) – Queen’s Bush Quilters Guild Show
Markdale Arena. Contact is Maria Hilts 519-986-1475. Maria is a former member of our guild so this
show will be of interest. There will be vendors, members’ boutique, lunch room, quilt appraiser and
scissors/tool sharpening.
thequeensbushquilters@gmail.com

Royal City Quilters’ Guild

Page 7 of 8

December 2013 & January 2014

Calendar 2015
 February 27, 2015 – Deadline for entries for The Grand National Quilt Show, Kitchener

****** May 1 & 2 – RCQG 2015 Quilt Show ******
Our 2015 Quilt Show will be hosted at Three Willows United Church. Our last show was spectacular
because of all the exceptional quilts and we want the 2015 show to be even better. Have you made
plans for the quilts you would like to showcase at this wonderful event???
 May 10 to September – The Grand National Quilt Show, Kitchener
Quilt artists from across Canada are challenged to capture in their quilt art some design that
suggests the theme of “Connections”.
www.grandnationalquiltshow.ca

RCQG Membership Business Directory
Horizons Quilting, Joan Hug-Valeriote: I am a long-arm quilter, teacher and Visiting Artist in
Education for the Ontario Arts Council. I offer classes and workshops, lectures and trunk shows.
Contact me at 519-836-9388.
jhugval@horizonsquilting.ca http://horizonsquilting.ca
The Common Thread, Linda de Vries:
I provide long-arm quilting services (edge-to-edge,
custom). Rates start at two cents per square inch. Winter special: bring two and get one at 25%
off. Your quilt will usually be finished within two weeks. Contact me at 519-836-2718.
Sew Little Time, Norah McGuire-McLeod: I provide long-arm quilting services and have a great
selection of quilting fabrics, wide backings, patterns and quilt kits for sale online. My website is
http://www.sewlittletime.info/About-Us.html. If you are looking for a specific fabric, book or pattern, let
me know. If I don’t have it in stock, I will try to get it for you. Contact me at sewlittletime@sentex.ca.
Open House – Saturday, February 8, 2014 - 10–4pm at 1653 Franklin Blvd., Cambridge
Sew Fancy Inc., Alma Laidlaw: Sew Fancy in Guelph is your premier Canadian source for specialty
sewing supplies. We carry those hard to find supplies including quilting rulers, patterns, notions,
fabrics; embroidery supplies for Sashiko, goldwork, silk ribbon, smocking, and heirloom sewing;
tatting supplies; specialty threads; Swarovski crystals and lots of the latest tools. Please call me to
schedule a time for your visit. 519-824-4127 www.sewfancy.com
Fabric Dyeing by Maureen Kay: I am an art quilter and fabric dye artist. The techniques I use are
ice-dyeing, Hawaiian and Shibori. I have my own hand-dyed fabrics for sale and also conduct fabricdying workshops in my home studio during the warmer months. Contact me at mgbkay@sympatico.ca.

Next Executive Meeting

Next Guild Meetings

*** Three Willows Church***

Tuesday, January 14th
Tuesday, February 11th

December: no executive meeting
January: Monday January 20th
7:00 pm to 9:30 pm

Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday

of each month, September to June
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New Library Initiative
We want to start a new Library initiative in the New Year! A Ruler Library!
We all have them….. Rulers! …. Rulers that we purchased to ease the construction and cutting of the
quilt patterns that we love. But, once you have made the quilt once (or twice), what do you do with
that ruler? May we suggest that you loan or donate it to the Guild Library. We will package the ruler
with links to video tutorials and patterns or books and loan it to our members. If you think you may
want to use it again, just let us know. You can request its return at any time. In the meantime, your
fellow guild members can use it. If there is a ruler you have wanted to try before you buy, this is your
opportunity to let us know what rulers you would like to see in the library. If you would like more
information or have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at lmlmarso@gmail.com.
Laurel Marsolais, Library

Quilting Tips
Try an ‘eyebrow trimmer’ to rip out a seam (especially a long one). I bought
some, as seen in the picture, for a dollar at a flea market in Florida last year.
Fantastic!
To help prevent stretching/distortion when seaming bias cuts, try fusing narrow interfacing
along the planned cut line.
If you need to rip out a longer seam, try giving the seam a quick spray of starch and iron it
first. The starch will help stabilize the fabric to prevent distortion.
Use a crochet hook to close safety pins when pinning the three layers together for quilting.
Members: Please send me your tips for the next newsletter!!! (You can remain anonymous if you wish.) MaryAnne Girouard

RCQG Show and Share Information and Agreement
Date: __________________ Name of Piece: _____________________________________________
Quilter(s): _________________________________________________________________________
Pattern Source or Inspiration: ________________________________________________________
Brief Description:
Size (approximate): _______________________________________________________________
Main Colours: ___________________________________________________________________
Quilt Style: (pieced, appliqué, art, etc.) ________________________________________________
Quilting Method and by whom: (hand, machine, long arm) _________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Other: _________________________________________________________________________
Would you like to receive an email photo of your quilt?

Yes____ No____

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________
Do you agree to allow a photo of you and your quilt to appear on our website? Yes____No____

